Mr. John Percy Oliver II
December 3, 1942 - March 10, 2020

Memorial Service for Mr. John Percy Oliver II, 77, of Dadeville, will be Friday, March 13,
2020 at 2:00 pm at the First Baptist Church Dadeville. Dr. Ben Hayes will officiate. Burial
will follow in the Dadeville City Cemetery. The family will receive friends prior to the service
from 1:00 pm until service time at the Church.
Mr. Oliver passed away on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, in Smyrna, GA, where he’d moved
to be closer to his children and grandson.
He was born on December 3, 1942 in Alexander City, Alabama to Samuel William Oliver
and Sarah Coker Oliver.
He lived a life of faith, love, compassion, curiosity and commitment to God, his family, his
community, his profession as an attorney, and to a peaceful world. He was a thirdgeneration
lawyer, born and raised in Dadeville, Alabama, where he practiced law for more than 50
years in the firm established by his Grandfather, John Percy Oliver, and continued by his
Father, Samuel William Oliver, before him.
John was a widely respected lawyer dedicated to his family’s legacy of serving and
advocating for the people and communities all throughout Dadeville, Tallapoosa County
and Alabama. He was sought after for his deep knowledge and experience with the law,
his sharp mind, calm and patient demeanor and unwavering faith and compassion for
those he served. He also followed in his father and grandfather’s footsteps serving as the
Dadeville City Judge for more than 30 years.
Before returning to Dadeville, John attended Birmingham Southern College where he met
his best friend and future wife, Melissa (Vann) Oliver, and was a proud member of the
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. He also spent a semester studying at The American
University in Washington, D.C., and became ever more committed to fighting for justice
and equality for all. Upon graduation from Birmingham Southern College he attended and
graduated from the University of Alabama School of Law.
He was an active member of First Baptist Church and served as a Deacon and Sunday
School teacher. He was the first president and a founding member of the Tallpoossee
Historical Society, faithful member of the Dadeville Kiwanis Club, member of the State Bar
of Alabama, serving two terms on the executive committee. Mr. Oliver also was a member

of the Alabama Trial Lawyers Association and Project Pride - Tallapoosa County School
System.
John was a doting father and husband. He was ever present at his children’s baseball,
basketball and cheerleading games. Always up for new experiences and exploring, he led
his family on far flung adventures across the United States. He loved all music - from
opera and classical symphony, to jazz, blues, and rock and roll, and he enjoyed acting in
community theater productions. An avid sportsman, John loved sailing, fishing, hunting
and Alabama football.
He is survived by his wife of 54 years of , Melissa V. Oliver of Dadeville; son, David
McCarty Oliver (Rachel Cowart) of Mableton, GA; daughter, Leslie Elizabeth Oliver of
Denver, CO; grandson, Jackson Patrick “Jack” Oliver; sister, June Oliver Eagan (John T.)
of Mountain Brook; sister-in-law, Ann Marshall Oliver of Mountain Brook; four Nieces and
three nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Samuel W. Oliver, Jr.
In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorial contributions be made to the First
Baptist Church of Dadeville 178 S. Tallassee Street Dadeville. Al 36853, or to the
Tallapoosee Historical Society 151 Pearson Circle Dadeville, AL 36853, or the charity of
your choice.

Previous Events
Visitation
MAR 13. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)
Langley Funeral Home
21837 Highway 280
Camp Hill, AL 36850
langleyfuneralhome@gmail.com

Memorial Service
MAR 13. 2:00 PM (CT)
First Baptist Church Dadeville
178 S Tallassee Street
Dadeville, AL 36853
http://www.fbcdadeville.com

Tribute Wall

SS

I'm late to hearing about John's passing, and just wanted to share among the
warm memories here that John was kind and a fundamentally decent man. I had
many Thanksgiving meals at the home he and Melissa shared near Dadeville,
and he was a gracious host, and I enjoyed talking with him about the legal
profession and politics. In many ways, he represented to me the level-headed
ideal of the small town lawyer, and I admired his career and outlook on life.
Condolences to the family.
Stephen Stetson - December 14, 2020 at 10:34 PM

TG

John Percy was a wonderful mentor and friend to me during my time in Dadeville.
I was fresh out of law school and green as you could be. John Percy was always
there to answer a question for me about law or life. In addition to being missed by
his family, he will be truly missed by the legal community. God bless you John
Percy, and thank you for all of your help, advice, and friendship. Tim Garner, Gulf
Shores, Alabama.
Tim Garner - March 31, 2020 at 02:45 PM

MY

Prayers to family.
Margaret Young - March 13, 2020 at 12:49 PM

JR

Mr. John Percy was a very kind and wonderful person to know as a brother in
Christ. I only knew him for a short time but he was a true blessing and Christian
influence to me.l am thankful for the opportunity and time that the Lord allowed
me to know him and admire his faithfulness and obedience. So sorry and praying
for your family. Joel Roach
Joel Roach - March 12, 2020 at 08:01 PM

BB

Melissa,
I was sorry to learn of John Percy's death. Our prayers are with you.
Bill and Adelaide Brown
Bill Brown - March 12, 2020 at 06:04 PM

AH

Praying for the family. It was an Honor to know him. I am so sorry for your loss,
May God comfort you in this time.
Andrea Hanson - March 12, 2020 at 03:29 PM

LG

LaKay's Flowers & Gifts lit a candle in memory of Mr. John
Percy Oliver II

LaKay's Flowers & Gifts - March 12, 2020 at 12:12 PM

CT

Crystal Turner lit a candle in memory of Mr. John Percy
Oliver II

Crystal Turner - March 12, 2020 at 12:19 AM

KB

Kathy Brown lit a candle in memory of Mr. John Percy
Oliver II

Kathy Brown - March 11, 2020 at 11:02 PM

JC

So terribly sorry to get this news. JP was a unique individual, and I enjoyed
reconnecting with him in recent years. He will be missed.
Jim Clark - March 11, 2020 at 09:08 PM

ES

John Percy was a true Southern gentleman, the likes of which we don’t see much
of today. He and Melissa embodied the essence of Southern hospitality. My
thoughts and prayers are with all of his family and friends. Beth Shaw
Elizabeth Shaw - March 11, 2020 at 07:29 PM

BP

John Percy was one of my most favorite people! I met him while I was an Auburn
student in the 70's, then got to know him when we moved to Dadeville about 20
years later. A good man who was smart, kind, had a great sense of humor; and a
true Christ follower. Love and prayers to the family!
Beth Pierce - March 11, 2020 at 07:21 PM

